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Montreal family visits Curacao Dolphin Therapy & Research Center

By Wendy Singer

In November 2013, Erika Tencer took her
family on a trip of a lifetime to Curacao Dol-
phin Therapy & Research Centre (CDTC)
on the Dutch Caribbean island of Curacao.
Tencer’s 17-year-old daughter Atara Stolo-
vitsky has Down’s Syndrome, and the fam-
ily was eager to see what doors dolphin as-
sisted therapy might open for her.

The CDTC offers a two-week program that
integrates in one part interaction between
therapist, dolphin and child and in the other
psychological, occupational, physical and
speech therapy. It claims to improve emo-
tional control, communication skills and at-
tention span, while enabling children to be
more receptive to other forms of therapy.
Any step forward” or breakthroughs must
be reinforced at home in complement with

already existing therapies in order to con-
tinue the progress.

Tencer and her husband Jon Silver set out on
a six-month fundraising blitz to raise funds
for their travel and hotel, while Dolphin Aid
Canada provided funds for the CDTC thera-
py. Their efforts turned into a well-oiled ma-
chine, pumping one event out after another,
including a movie screening of Dolphin Boy
at Summit School.

Ambassador to Dolphin Aid Canada Sheila
Botton has facilitated financing and travel
for three Canadian families in their journey
to CDTC, and has seen benefits for each
child and their family. “The work between
the therapist, dolphin and child builds trust.
Once trust is built, they go a step further.
Confidence builds and the child progresses
beyond expectations,” says Botton.

Moving forward at

By Nick Primiano, Marla Cable, and Kim Hewel

ith a new administration in place,

\ ’s ’ many positive changes have been
made at Giant Steps School (GS)

as they pursue their mandate to improve the

lives of students with autism.

“It has been an amazing school year,”
shares Nick Primiano, Director of Gi-
ant Step School. “Our student population
has increased to 71. We have five English
classes and two French classes. Our multi-
disciplinary approach (teachers, special ed-
ucation technicians, attendants, speech ther-
apists, occupational therapists, behaviour,
social and life skills specialists, music thera-
pist and computer specialist) has helped all
of our children improve their socialization,
speech and academic results.”

For over 25 years, Giant Steps School has
been a pioneer in the successful integra-
tion of ASD students in their neighborhood
schools. Their inclusion program acknowl-
edges the right of each child to participate
to the best of his or her ability in the school
system in order to reach his or her full so-
cial, emotional, cognitive and communica-
tive potential.

GS inclusion coordinators’ student-oriented

workshops are becoming pre-requisites for
including students in classrooms. They fo-
cus on accepting ourselves, recognizing
strengths, weaknesses and talents, and being
aware of differences. Coordinators support
and guide educators in the school setting,
monitoring progress with regular classroom
visits and ongoing communication.

“Our students have the opportunity to learn
from and model the behaviours of their neu-
rotypical peers,” says Kim Hewel, Inclusion
Coordinator at Giant Steps. “They have ac-
cess to the full range of learning experiences
offered to students in regular classrooms.
By welcoming our students and educators,
the inclusion school community is sensi-
tized to the needs and differences of those
with autism.”

The Giant Steps Resource and Training
Centre, coordinated by Marla Cable, is open
to the public by appointment. It offers a
wide range of resources .and support for a
variety of autism related issues, including
a reference library, consultation services,
conferences and workshops, outreach, and
fieldwork placements.

Atara adored her time in the water with a
bottle-nosed dolphin named Bonnie. Her
main form of communication is American
Sign Language (ASL), which her thera-
pists saw as a crutch to verbal communica-
tion. They therefore focused her therapy on
speech.

“I cannot put to words the growth that hap-
pened every day,” shared Tencer. “The
speech and behavior skills that she worked
on with Paul (psychologist) and Neeltje
(speech therapist/assistant) will continue
to improve only if we continue to work on
them. Dolphin assisted therapy is no miracle
cure.”

The family, including Atara’s younger sister
Tova, had the opportunity to explore Cura-
cao in their down time, enjoying respite at
Dolphin Suites, which is a fully accessible
hotel within walking distance of CDTC

(www.dolphinsuitescuracao.com).

Four months later, the family continues to
see improvements. “I thought that Atara cut
off thoughts of Bonnie when we left Cu-
racao,” says Tencer. “I was wrong. Lately
she’s been talking about her. Sometimes she
draws pictures of ‘Boie-the big fish’, and
sometimes it sounds like she recalls Bon-
nie in her dreams. It’s really nice to know
that this life changing event continues its
impact.”

“It was a voyage, a voyage in discovery for
us, and for Atara,” adds Silver.

For information about Dolphin Aid Canada,
visit http://www.dolphintherapycanada.com

For information about Curacao Dolphin
Therapy & Research Center visit http://
www.curacaodolphintherapy.com.

Giant Steps School

They offer courses and workshops to
schools, daycares and groups, and offer a
workshop series for parents and educators
which consists of eight different presenta-
tions over an eight week period.

Other new developments include string
and voice music, visual arts programs, and
morning and afternoon daycare organized
by Camp Caravane, Christmas holiday
and March break camp (this camp contin-
ues to be available during the summer). To

further assist the parents, a respite program will be avail-

able on weekends.

Catherine and Simon at Giant
Steps School. (Photo credit,
Ross White)

“We are also offering three organized classes for autistic
adults that include ‘Socialization, Life Skills and Art’,”
says Primiano. “We are very excited and motivated with

all the activities and projects at Giant Steps.”
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. Do you want to make friends, sociaize, leam how to prepare for a job
com/ gtan 1- interview? Take this opportunity to develop and put these skills into practice.
stepsmontreal
or call 514-

935-1911.
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Courses for high functioning autistic adults include:

‘or more information and to register your seat:
call 514-935-1911 or emall: mcable@glantstepsmontreal.com

ADULT COURSES

Giant Steps School is offering a variety of night
courses to adults on the autism spectrum and for the
general population

starting the week of April 14th to June 20th 2 hrs/week.
Courses for the general population include:
Beginner Language courses

A structured program imed to help you achieve your personal or
professional goals.

Popular Education Courses

Classes begin April 14th to June 20th

2 s/ week o
b ea; éant



